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Map 8.1  Arab States
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Iran is not considered an Arab country because its language is Persian (Farsi). Annual per capita gross 
domestic product (GDP) ranges from $600 in Somalia to more than $103,900 in Qatar (see Table 8.1).

The Arab world’s history spans more than 5,000 years. Yet from the time of Napoleon, who invaded 
Egypt in 1798, until the end of World War I, European countries conquered close to 90% of the Arab 
world by military force. After World War I, the European colonial powers began a slow retreat.

The Islamic Faith
Traditionally, Arabs have had three main political and cultural trends: nationalism, pan-Arabism 
(a political alliance or union of all the Arab nations), and Islam. After the 1970 death of Egypt’s 


